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Comment Letter Concerning the Water Recycling Policy . SWRCB EXECUTIVE

This comment letter on the proposed Water Recycling Policy is submitted on behalf of
the Clean Water Coalition of Northern Sonoma County. The purpose of the Coalition is
to ensure that water infrastructure projects protect and preserve the natural resources,
agriculture, and scenic character of Northern Sonoma County.

Clean Water Coalition member organizations include the Alexander Valley Association,
Dry Creek Valley Association, the Russian Riverkeeper, Soda Rock Neighborhood
Association and the Westside Association to Save Agriculture. These associations
represent residents and property and business owners in rural Northern Sonoma County,
with essentially all the members of the associations reliant on wells for domestic and
agricultural purposes. The Dry Creek and Russian River Valleys are also the source of
drinking water for local cities (Geyserville, Healdsburg and Windsor), as well as the
drinking water aquifer for the over 600,000 customers of the Sonoma County Water
Agency.

Political and economic driving forces for growth in utilization of treated wastewater in
recycle projects are inexorable. We agree, in principle, with the values of water recycle
projects. However, the potential for such projects to cause degradation of valuable
agricultural soils and groundwater aquifers is large, serious, and potentially irreversible.
Therefore, strict requirements for quality of treated wastewater used in reclamation
projects are essential,

The potential for degradation of critical resources is highly dependent on specific
conditions at the reuse site. Critical factors include the geology, soils and hydrology at
the project site, quality of the groundwater, volume and distribution of recycled water,
and quality of recycled water. Given the appropriateness ‘of reuse projects can vary
greatly, a standard, statewide recycle policy must be strict enough to protect water quality
in the most critical cases. The policy must include the flexibility and requirement to
evaluate each project on its specifics and that evaluation must be based on comprehensive
data to support approval.

The draft policy does not meet these requirements. The draft policy is especially
deficient in its ability to protect groundwater from contamination by recycled water
irrigation projects, especially contamination by resistant microorganisms, soluble metals,
and soluble organics.



The Clean Water Coalition of Northern Sonoma County is particularly versed in issue of
protection of groundwater in the most critical cases. Our sensitivity is based on the
proposed North Sonoma County Ag Reuse Project (NSCARP), for which a draft
Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) was published by the Sonoma County Water
Agency in March, 2007. This project involves the potential use of recycled wastewater
from the Santa Rosa Subregional Reclamation System for agricultural water applications
including irrigation and springtime frost (and heat) protection on 21,000 acres in the
Alexander, Dry Creek and Russian River Valleys. These valleys contain primarily sandy,
gravelly alluvial deposit soils overlaying shallow, high quality groundwater aquifers.
Protection of these resources is critical to the future of the Russian River watershed.
These valleys also include salmon-spawning creeks, with the added concern of surface
water contamination from overflow or use of wastewater for springtime frost protection.

Qur analysis of the DEIR concludes that it lacks the site-specific and technical analyses
needed to support its prediction that NSCARP will result in less-than-significant impacts
1o local water resources. In fact, an independent Hydrogeologic Study commissioned by
the Alexander Valley Association and the Soda Rock Neighborhood Association
concludes that “water quality impacts to local groundwater supplies as a result of
NSCARP would significantly violate non-degradation policies at both the State and
Federal levels”. A copy of this study, Potential Water Quality Impacts Associated with
the Implementation of the North County Agricultural Reuse Project in the Alexander
Valley, by Nicholas M. Johnson, PhD, RG, Chg, May17, 2007, is enclosed and included
by reference.

Likewise, the proposed draft Water Recycling Policy would fail to protect the high
quality, shallow groundwater aquifers of the Northern Sonoma County agricultural
valleys from contamination as a result of NSCARP or other irrigation recycle projects.
The draft policy does not include the requirement to evaluate the site-specific impacts of
a particular project based on comprehensive data. And, the draft policy is deficient in its
ability to protect groundwater from recycled water irrigation projects, especially
contamination by resistant microorganisms, soluble metals, and soluble organics.

Qur specific comments on certain numbered sections of the draft policy follow in the
attached document. (References are to policy numbers under “whereas” and “Therefore
be it resolved™.)

In summary, we find this draft Water Recycling Policy deficient in primarily two areas.
First, it does not require analysis of specific conditions for each project, including
especially, comprehensive geology and hydrology studies and extensive analysis of
wastewater quality including soluble organics of potential concern. Second, the
wastewater quality requirements for protection of groundwater from contamination by
irrigation recycle projects are inadequate. Since irrigation recycle projects in the most
critical areas have potential to contaminate groundwater similar to that of groundwater
recharge recycle projects, the wastewater quality requirements should be based upon
those in the CDPH draft regulation for groundwater recharge recycle projects.



